
Why we cannot join the Mission
Malcolm H. Watts

[This article was written before the occurrence of ‘Come Alive! Mission Salisbury’ some years ago, 
but it still has application and relevance to similar, contemporary events.  MHW] 

Later this year a mission is to be  held  in this city called ‘Come Alive! Mission Salisbury’. It is 
being sponsored by some twenty churches of different denominations and traditions. These include 
churches which are Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Free, Brethren, and Charismatic. 

Leading the mission will be Canon David MacInnes, a prominent charismatic and the Rector of St 
Aldate’s,  Oxford.  According to  mission  literature  he will  have with him the ‘Oxford Pastorate 
Mission  Team…  leaders  and  teachers…  100  Christian  students…  a  Christian  band…  and  a 
professional musician.’ 

Arrangements are still being made, but already we know that the programme will include several 
concerts and ‘an evening of high quality Rock-Gospel’. The estimated cost of the whole effort will 
be somewhere in the region of £10,000. 

This church will not be supporting the mission. Here are some of the reasons why we are unable to 
be involved: First of all,  the mission has no doctrinal basis, not even a proper statement of the 
Christian Gospel. This seems to be deliberate in order to gain maximum support. 

Clutching at unity 

‘Representatives of many very different churches,’ we are told, ‘have gradually come to a common 
mind about holding a mission in Salisbury.’ So, instead of a doctrinal emphasis, the emphasis is 
being placed upon ‘evangelism’ as the common denominator. 

This is, of course, one of the great compromises of the present time. Speaking at Amsterdam in 
1986, Dr Billy Graham said: ‘Evangelism is about the only word we can unite on. If you have some 
other theological word, then there is great division...  Our methods would be different and there 
would be debates over even the message sometimes, but there is no debate over the fact that we 
need to evangelise… I think that this is a great unifying thing in the world today.’

My friends, this is subtle and dangerous reasoning. The unity for which our Lord prayed was a unity 
among  those  who  unreservedly  received  and  kept  His  Word  (John  1:6,8,20-21).  Christian 
association cannot be founded upon doctrinal vagueness or so-called modern evangelism. The basis 
must  be absolute  fidelity to  Scripture and to that  system of doctrine which was proclaimed by 
apostles and prophets (Ephesians 2.20; cf. Acts 2:42, 47). 

Secondly, we notice that the local Roman Catholic priest is one of the four ‘area co-ordinators’. 
Now let  me  say at  once  that  I  have  nothing  against  the  man  personally.  What  I  do maintain, 
however, is that his beliefs, as a Romanist, are utterly at variance with biblical Christianity. 

Rome’s  present  Creedal  Basis  is  the  very  antithesis  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  Scripture.  It 
nullifies the authority of God’s written Word by admitting, with equal reverence, the authority of 
ecclesiastical tradition; it derogates from the glory of Christ by recognising the blasphemous claims 
of the Pope as ‘Head of the Church’, ‘Vicar (or Substitute) of Christ’, and even ‘Lord and God’; it 
robs the Saviour of His unique office by introducing Mary and the saints as other mediators; it 
denies  His  finished  work of  redemption  by regarding  the  Mass  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice,  and 
purgatory as a place of cleansing; it repudiates the sovereign, saving ministry of the Holy Spirit by 



asserting baptismal regeneration; and it overthrows justification by faith alone by maintaining the 
possibility of earning grace and eternal life by good works. 

This  is  Romanism.  And it  is  a  horrible  perversion  of  the  Gospel  preached  by  Christ  and  His 
apostles. Is it possible to evangelise with those who preach ‘another gospel’? Of course not. The 
very idea is absurd. 

Those tempted to ignore the essential difference between Roman dogma and Bible Truth need to be 
warned of the danger to which they are exposing themselves. Rome’s false gospel is under the curse 
of God (see  Galatians 1:8-9). For this reason, God summons us to separate from Rome’s corrupt 
religion. Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of  
her plagues (Revelation 18:4). 

Unity with idolatry 
Any evangelicals who are tempted to compromise should also remember that Roman Catholicism is 
a system of idolatry:  witness the adoration of the host (or consecrated wafer), the invocation of 
departed ‘saints’,  the superstitious honouring of relics, the veneration of sacred images,  and the 
worshipping of its virgin goddess. 

The Bible emphatically forbids fellowship with idolaters: What agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? (2 Corinthians 6:16). Wherefore,  my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry  (1 Corinthians 
10:14; cf. 1 John 5:21). 

Thirdly,  it  is evident that  theological liberals  are co-operating in the mission. As an example,  I 
would  mention  that  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury  is  supporting  it,  and  the  Cathedral  is  therefore 
represented on the executive committee. 

We are well aware of the Bishop’s views. In 1985, he took it upon himself publicly to criticise the 
text displayed outside our building. That text was  John 3.18,  and the Bishop told the Diocesan 
Synod that it did ‘infinitely more harm in a week to the cause of Christ than anything the Bishop of 
Durham had said in his whole life.’ (Salisbury Journal, August 24th, 1985). 

On seeing the report, I wrote to him, pointing out that he had not only dared to censure Christ’s own 
words but in addition, he had lent tacit support to the Bishop of Durham. In a reply, the Bishop said 
he deplored Durham’s public denials of the Lord’s virgin birth and His bodily resurrection, but 
added: ‘I am also aware of how positively he has always projected faith in God, and His redeeming 
love in the incarnation, cross and resurrection.’ 

So there you have it. There can be incarnation without the miraculous conception, and resurrection 
without the empty tomb. This is nothing more nor less than the Bishop of Durham’s heresy, echoing 
within the city of Salisbury! Can we co-operate with such men in an evangelistic witness? No, we 
cannot. 

God tells us to separate from those who do not believe His Word. Mark them which cause divisions  
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them (Romans 16.17). Be  
ye  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbelievers… Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  
separate, saith the Lord  (2 Corinthians 6:14, 17).  If there come any unto you, and bring not this  
doctrine, receive him not (2 John 10; cf. Titus 3:10). 

Cathedral apostasy 
As for the Cathedral, however impressive as a building, the sad fact is that it is now a place openly 
tolerant of false religion. The Roman Mass has been celebrated there (with approval); prayers to 
Mary have been advocated and encouraged from the pulpit; and, at last year’s Good Friday service, 



members of the congregation were invited to kneel before a figure of Christ on the cross and kiss 
the figure’s feet!

Can Bible-believing Christians associate with those who are guilty of such unscriptural practices? 
The answer, surely, is to be found in Ephesians 5:11: Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works  
of darkness. 
Fourthly, the charismatics are behind this venture. They initiated it and without a shadow of a doubt 
they will be controlling it. The term ‘charismatic’ applies to those who claim a distinctive baptism 
in the Spirit, usually accompanied by external signs of confirmation, such as tongues-speaking. 

It  has  also come to be associated  with claims  to  apostolic  and prophetic  offices;  extra-biblical 
revelation through visions, dreams and inspired utterances; supernatural and miraculous powers of 
healing; extravagant styles of worship; and general worldliness. 

Charismatic error 
Charismatic  teaching  is  thoroughly  unscriptural.  It  claims  to  be  Bible-based,  but  in  reality,  it 
undermines the historic Christian faith. The Word of God plainly teaches that all believers have 
been  baptised  in  the  Holy  Spirit  (1  Corinthians  12:13;  Titus  3:4-7)  and  that  miraculous  and 
extraordinary gifts were only for the confirmation of the apostles’ testimony (Romans 15:18-19; 2 
Corinthians  12:11-12;  Hebrews 2:3-4).  [Note:  In  maintaining  this,  we do not  deny special  and 
precious effusions of the Holy Spirit subsequent to faith whereby believers are overwhelmed with 
his presence and power. Some worthy men have referred to such experiences as “baptisms of the 
Spirit.” MHW]

There are no true apostles or prophets in the church today for revelation has ceased (Ephesians 2:20; 
3:5; Revelation 22:18). Carnal, irreverent worship is, and always has been, an offence to almighty 
God  (Psalm 89:7; Habakkuk 2:20; Hebrews 12:28) and we can only deplore the use of worldly 
means (entertainment and music) to extend the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 12:2; 1 
John 2:15-17). 
It pleases God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe (1 Corinthians 1:21; cf. 2 
Corinthians 4:1-2). Since charismatics, in their doctrine and practice, refuse to submit to the rule of 
God’s Word, we have no option but to withhold fellowship from them.

The apostle Paul writes:  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition  
which he received of us (2 Thessalonians 3:6). 

Fifthly, and finally, in the advertising leaflet we are told that ‘plans are being co-ordinated by an 
ecumenical executive committee.’ Ecumenism is the attempt to bring together different churches for 
the sake of witness. It may seem a good idea, but upon the altar  of ecumenical unity,  Truth is 
always the sacrifice. 

We shall see that happening in Mission Salisbury. Canon MacInnes writes: ‘A mission provides an 
opportunity to put aside our differences of theology and practice.’ But how can we without losing 
Truth? 

When Protestants and Romanists, evangelicals and modernists, Calvinists and charismatics, all put 
aside their differences, the result will be a thoroughly compromised and confused testimony. And if  
the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? (1 Corinthians 14:8). 
Let us heed the words of C H Spurgeon: ‘To pursue union at the expense of Truth is treason to the 
Lord Jesus. If we are prepared to enter into solemn league and covenant for the defence of the 
crown-rights of   King Jesus, we cannot give up the crown jewels of His Gospel for the sake of 
larger charity. He is our Master and Lord, and we will keep His words: to tamper with His doctrine 
would be to be traitors to Himself.’ 



New Testament doctrine and practice must be kept inviolable (1 Timothy 6:11-14; 2 Timothy 4:1-
5). By the grace of God, we must follow, without deviation, the pattern of Truth laid down in holy 
Scripture, and we must obey the exhortation to earnestly contend for the faith… once delivered unto  
the saints (Jude 3). 
In taking this stand, we wish ill to no one. But our prayer to God is that He will vindicate Truth in 
this city and bring many to obey His clear commands.

After the Mission— What is true evangelism? 

‘Come Alive!’ Salisbury’s evangelistic mission, is over and gone. We cannot say that we are sorry. 
During  September,  this  city  has  witnessed  a  fortnight’s  campaign  of  charismatic  evangelism, 
comprising  ‘Make  Way  Processions’  (with  songs  and  mobile  instruments),  ‘Live-wire  Street 
Theatre’,  ‘Youth  Rock Concerts’,  ‘Drama  Testimony’,  ‘Pentecost  Praise’,  ‘Seminars  on  Power 
Evangelism’, and a great deal more besides. 

Some meetings apparently were well attended, but the evidence to hand suggests that, spiritually 
speaking, ‘Mission Salisbury’ has been one very big non-event. 

The harm 

The mission has really done a great deal of harm. It has exposed many people – especially young 
people – to new-style, carnal worship; it has promoted a ‘disco-type’ gospel; it has encouraged the 
upsurge of worldly means for reaching the outsider; it has referred ‘converts’ to unsound churches; 
and it  has  allured some so-called  evangelicals into the ecumenical web. All of this can only be 
deplored. 

What the long-term effects will be it is perhaps too soon to say; but we have every reason to believe 
they will be detrimental to biblical Christianity. The Times, one of our local free papers, carried this 
advertisement for Monday, October 3rd: 

‘Sharing our faith. Come Alive!  Come  to  St Osmund’s  Church Hall, Exeter Street, and  discover 
what Christianity and Roman Catholicism is all about. Introductory evening: Tuesday 4th October, 
7.45… Just turn up on that or any subsequent Tuesday evening. You will be made very welcome.’ 

Evangelicals who co-operated in this mission should hang their heads in shame. There has been a 
tragic betrayal of the Gospel. 

The Christian church does have a duty to evangelise: that is, to bring the Gospel of salvation to men 
and women everywhere. But it must be true, New Testament evangelism. Let us take a brief look at 
what that really is. 

(1) Evangelism is the declaration of Christian Truth. It majors upon the three R’s: Ruin by the Fall 
(Romans 5:12; Hebrews 9:27), redemption by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19), 
and regeneration by the Holy Spirit (John 3:3, 5; Titus 3:5); but it includes the whole will of God 
concerning the salvation of men and women (Acts 20:20-21, 27). 
In  no way must  that  message  be  altered,  neither  by addition  nor  by subtraction  (2 Cor  2.17). 
Clearly, this duty necessitates doctrinal preaching. The charge brought against the apostles was: Ye 
have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine (Acts 5:28; cf. Romans 6:17). 

(2) The God-ordained means of communication is preaching. It pleases God by the foolishness of  
preaching to save them that believe (1 Corinthians 1:21; cf. Mark 16:20; Luke 24:46-47; Romans 
10:15; 16:25-27). 



Heralding the Word 
In the Greek Scriptures, the word for  preaching  signifies the action of a herald who proclaims a 
message. There can be no substitute for this and, what is more to the point, there can be no place in 
evangelism for the latter-day innovations of drama, mime, dancing, music and films. Our mandate 
is to renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the Word of  
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God (2 Corinthians 4:2; cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:3, 5).

(3) In the presentation of the Gospel, the preacher is to evidence gravity (Titus 2.7). He must preach 
as in the sight of God (2 Corinthians 2:17) and with a deep consciousness of the terror of the Lord,  
that is – a fear inspired by the thought of God on judgement day (2 Corinthians 5:11). 
It was said of Robert Murray M’Cheyne that he preached with ‘eternity stamped upon his brow’. 

How very different is the modern evangelist with his ‘fun-filled events’! (Mission Salisbury actually 
used the services  of  a  ‘gospel  clown’.)  Let  us hear  the apostle’s  solemn words:  I  charge thee  
therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his  
appearing and his kingdom; preach the word… (2 Timothy 4:1-2). 

‘Law work’ essential 
(4) People must be made to see their true predicament as sinners before God. This necessitates what 
our  forefathers  called  ‘law work’:  that  is,  preaching  of God’s will  and man’s  duty in order  to 
convince people of their sinfulness (Psalms 119.4-6; Romans 3.10-20; 7.12; 1 John 3.4). 

Only when shaken and humbled by the majesty of the law will sinners feel their need of Jesus 
Christ and apply to Him as their Saviour. Luther wrote: ‘Moses must always go before, who may 
teach us to feel  sin,  whereby grace may be wished for and desired of us.  It  is vain,  therefore, 
although Christ be preached to be loving, and to be desired and longed for, if a man be not before 
humbled through knowledge of himself, and made desirous of Christ.’ 

This is the thrust of the preacher’s message. He invites men and women to Christ, not in order that 
they might find happiness and satisfaction, but rather that they might thereby escape impending 
judgement. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ (Galatians 3:24). 

(5) The Gospel, rightly understood, is God’s declaration concerning the salvation of sinners through 
Jesus Christ (Luke 2:10-11; 1 Timothy 1:15). And the heart of this message is the cross. When the 
apostle Paul evangelised, his theme was always Jesus Christ, and him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2), 
and so vividly did he preach, that it was as though the suffering Saviour was brought into view. 

This was the experience of the Galatians  before whose eyes,  Paul writes,  Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently  set  forth,  crucified  among you  (Galatians  3:1).  Not that  we are to understand Gospel 
preaching as the mere relation of historical facts. It is the divine meaning of those facts which is 
important. Christ died – that is what happened – for our sins. 
In an evangelistic mission, if the all-sufficiency of Christ’s substitutionary death is faithfully and 
clearly preached, there will be no support from modernists or Romanists since both deny that truth. 
(The Bishop of Salisbury has described it as ‘a medieval misunderstanding’.) 

(6) The object of the preacher is to awaken in the sinner’s heart, the cry, ‘What must I do to be 
saved?’ If, through sovereign grace, that cry is awakened, he must set before the enquirer God’s 



way of salvation, and say: Believe on the Lard Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved (Acts 16:31). 
Salvation is given through faith,  and through faith alone.  The gospel,  writes the apostle,  is  the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth (Romans 1:16; cf. Ephesians 2:8). 

But what exactly is this faith? It is more than an assent to what the Scriptures reveal about Christ: it 
is trust, or implicit reliance upon Christ, for all that is involved in a complete salvation. It is turning 
to Him and placing all dependence in Him, that we might be saved from the penalty of death and 
the power of sin. 

Let us be very careful here. The Bible speaks of  faith unfeigned  – that is,  real  and genuine  (1 
Timothy 1:5). This suggests there is a counterfeit. Beware of ‘easy-believism’. This is the teaching 
– so prevalent today – that all the sinner needs to do is to take Jesus as His own personal Saviour. 
Remember,  we  have  it  on  our  Lord’s  authority  that  it  is  possible  to  make  a  ‘convert’  whose 
subsequent life only shows that he is bound for hell (Matthew 23:15). 

Courting popularity 
(7) If our message is true, it is unlikely to be popular. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well  
of you (Luke 6:26; cf. Matthew 5:10-12; John 15:19-20; 16:1-3; 1 Corinthians 1:18; etc). The false 
teacher may win wide acclaim  (Jeremiah 5:31; Micah 2:11)  but the real teacher of God’s Word, 
because of his faithful dealing with sinners, is likely to be disapproved of and rejected. 

Elijah was not exactly a favourite with Ahab! Neither was Micaiah. I hate him; said Ahab, for he 
doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil (1 Kings 22:8). 

To secure popularity, some preachers may be tempted to tone down their message, but the man of 
God cannot do that. He stands with Paul, and says: If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant  
of Christ (Galatians 1:10; cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:4; James 4:4). Public entertainers are not included 
among the gifts Christ has given (Ephesians 4:11-16), and preachers, or evangelists, should not be 
in the business of pleasing and amusing a godless world. He that hath my word, let him speak my 
word faithfully (Jeremiah 23:28). 

(8) It  is,  we  believe,  the  responsibility  of  the  local  church  to  evangelise  (Acts  13:2;  15:40; 
Philippians 2:14-16). But even if a combined effort is allowed, how can churches set for the defence 
of the gospel present a united front with others, with one mind striving together for the faith of the  
gospel,  when some of these others have departed from scriptural Truth, and even from their own 
historic creeds? 

The biblical  objective  is  that  all  who are  engaged  in  evangelism should  be  on the  same  side, 
combating the  same  foes of error and unbelief.  Paul did not envisage,  nor would he ever have 
approved, a situation in which all joined forces for the sake of an ecumenical mission. 

Dr J Gresham Machen once said: ‘The worst sin today is to say that you agree with the Christian 
faith and believe the Bible and then make common cause with those who deny the basic facts of 
Christianity. Never was it more obviously true that he that is not with Christ is against Him.’ 

Our Lord’s  teaching  is  unmistakably clear:  Let  them alone:  they  be blind leaders of  the blind  
(Matthew 15:14). 

Expense of carnality 
(9) Whenever a programme of outreach is arranged, careful thought should be given to the matter of 
expense.  It  is  required in  stewards,  that  a  man be found faithful  (1  Corinthians  4:2). The big 
evangelistic  ‘cavalcades’,  with  their  very  large  teams  of  actors,  dancers,  and  musicians  make 



incredible demands upon financial resources. At a time when the work of many missionary societies 
is restricted by lack of funds, we dare to ask how such spending can be justified.

 

(10) Finally, let it be said that evangelism, like everything else we do, should be to the glory of God 
(1 Corinthians 10:31). The salvation of sinners is clearly to this end. It is to the praise of his glory  
(Ephesians 1:12; cf. Isaiah 43:21; 1 Peter 2:9). Once the aim is fixed lower (if, for example, the aim 
is simply numerical increase) there will be a strong temptation to use methods to achieve that aim, 
regardless of whether God is honoured or not. 

We fear that many have made that mistake and yielded to that temptation. The results are for all to 
see.  In  evangelism,  Christians  must  make  the  chief  end  God’s  glory  and  the  subordinate  end 
winning souls. Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without  
end. Amen (Ephesians 3:21). 
‘Mission Salisbury’ is weighed in the balances of Scripture, and is found wanting. Only biblical 
evangelism,  accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit,  can meet  the desperate need of our 
country.  May God move among His Bible-believing people everywhere and mightily bless their 
witness to Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. 


